
 
 

They Can’t Erase Reality
In a matter of weeks Trump, Musk and his DOGE 

(Department of Government Efficiency) force, and the new 
heads of government agencies have been tearing things up in 
Washington. Who could believe that this band of 
billionaires is rooting out wasteful spending for our benefit? 
It’s clear that their goal is to enrich themselves from our tax 
dollars. Musk said that his goal is to have no regulations at 
all. Why? Because regulations often hurt the profitability of 
their corporations. 

They are in the process of gutting government agencies 
and departments that have been responsible for supporting 
and delivering essential services to people. Along with cuts 
to these agencies are vast cuts to scientific research 
conducted by government agencies and research institutes. 
As a consequence, the websites of a number of government 
agencies were taken down for a while and “cleaned up.” 

The administration deleted all mentions of “climate 
change” from the prominent parts of the websites of the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Department 
of Homeland Security, the Department of Agriculture, and 
the Forest Service. Thousands of datasets stored by 
government agencies are no longer accessible. They are 
attempting to erase the tools and resources that we need to 
understand the broader impacts of environmental 
disruption around us, impacts which the government and 
corporations have been unwilling to act on in any 
substantial way, despite them being a direct threat. 

The EPA was not formed spontaneously. Nixon 
established the EPA in 1970 in response to a growing 
collective concern about the effects of corporations on the 
natural world. That concern has since deepened with the 
growth of the oil, chemical, and plastics industries. The 
resulting floods, fires, and droughts have driven hundreds of 
millions of people into forced migration, billions have 
become aware of the ongoing climate catastrophe, and 
millions have protested, demanding protection for the living 
ecosystems that we are a part of. 

The attacks on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and 
Accessibility programs also attempt to erase historical and 
ongoing oppression of many people. Although these 
programs have not been sufficient to address the systemic 
inequalities created and maintained by this capitalist society, 
they were created in response to massive social movements 
that fought for a different future, including: the Civil Rights 

and Black Power movements, women’s movements, the 
Chicano/Latino movement, the American Indian 
movement, the Disability Rights movement, workers 
movements, LGBTQ movements, and many more! 

In a blatant slap to the face, Google embraced Trump’s 
attacks, removing holidays such as Black History Month, 
Holocaust Memorial Day, Indigenous Peoples Month, and 
Pride Month from its calendar, which has over 1.2 billion 
monthly visitors. Trump’s attempt to erase our history is 
absolutely clear with his goal of shutting down the 
Department of Education. This would end support to 
needed programs in many public schools. One aim is to 
eliminate curriculums which present an accurate perspective 
on U.S. and world history. Programs that make education 
accessible and accurately present history and science are 
being cut across the country. 

The Trump administration is also toying with 
international aid, as if the lives of people in other countries 
are meaningless. The name on the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) building was 
removed and all workers for the agency were put on leave.  

USAID was an extension of U.S. foreign policy, using 
aid to exert control over other countries. But it also reflected 
the desire of many people in the U.S. who wanted to help 
those in need globally. Trump’s destruction of USAID has 
now deprived millions of people around the world who 
depend on the essential food, medical supplies and 
treatment, schools, and clean water it provided. It is a 
massive death sentence for many. 

Many of these agencies were built in response to 
movements demanding change. They weren’t adequate, and 
they were never designed to be. But to eliminate them, says 
it all.  

In less than a month, Trump and his band have shown 
what they intend for our future. Even more of our tax dollars 
will go into their pockets. This has been a confusing time for 
people who want to do something. Some have responded to 
attacks on recent immigrants. Federal workers are beginning 
to demonstrate. Our future cannot remain in the hands of 
those who would erase us – our history, our science, and our 
future. If a handful of people can tear this up, just imagine 
what the tens of millions of us who have watched this in 
disbelief can do. The numbers and our power are on our 
side. 
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The Triangle, North Carolina: 
The Fight Continues at Amazon  
The workers’ vote for a union at Amazon’s RDU1 

facility in Garner, NC was defeated. Union activists say they 
will learn from their defeat and continue the fight to 
empower Amazon workers. 

Amazon cracked down fiercely on organizing efforts. 
Multiple organizers have been fired, and others were 
arrested. Amazon has stoked racial divides and bombarded 
workers with anti-union propaganda.  

Union or no union, workers have to get organized if we 
want anything to change. Amazon will continue to 
disregard the safety and lives of workers, and pay low wages 
with difficult hours. So, organizing will have to continue 
and grow in Garner and across the south, the country, and 
beyond. Amazon exploits workers around the world, so we 
will have to organize around the world! The fight continues, 
as we learn our strength is with each other. 
Bay Area, California: 

The Bay Took Center Stage at the 
Super Bowl 

Kendrick Lamar’s halftime show wasn’t just a 
performance—it was a message that hit home for Black 
working-class communities in the Bay Area. From the 
Oakland street performers, to the styles and symbolism 
woven throughout, this was a show rooted in the culture and 
struggles of the people who built this region. 

For people in the Bay Area, Kendrick’s performance 
was a celebration of working-class Black pride, resilience, 
and resistance. Seeing Oakland street dancers on the world’s 
biggest stage sent a clear message: the culture, creativity, and 
strength of these communities won’t be erased, no matter 
how much capitalism exploits, displaces, or criminalizes 
them. And when Serena Williams popped up crip walking 
in front of the sports industry’s biggest power players—at 
one of its most profitable events—after they shamed her for 
doing it before, it was a moment of pure defiance. 

The message was loud and clear: to the wealthy who 
profit off our labor, culture, and sports—‘they not like us.’ 

Baltimore, Maryland: 
Fight Back Against ICE Oppression! 

Baltimore County students at Overlea High School 
erupted in protest last week in response to the racist tweets 
of one of their teachers threatening to turn immigrant 
students’ names over to ICE agents.  

Students walked out of their classrooms and held a 
lunchtime protest within the halls, including alumni and 
some teacher support. They chanted “We are one.” As one 
alumna said, “You should feel safe to go to school.” And it is 
true: no human should be “illegal” as this bigoted teacher 
claimed, and every person should have access to education 
without feeling endangered. We should be inspired by the 
students who were not willing to tolerate this type of 
behavior by the teacher. Even though he was in an 
authoritative role to them, they were not afraid to stand up 
and fight back. 
Newark, New Jersey: 

Amazon Workers Strike in NYC 
In late December, just before Christmas, hundreds of 

New York City delivery workers struck at Amazon 
distribution centers in Queens and Staten Island. Both 
workplaces had previously seen upsurges of worker-led 
organizing. In Queens, approximately 200 workers struck 
and joined picket lines, while in Staten Island the number 
was somewhere between 150 and 350.  

The Teamsters Union organized these picket lines to 
publicize the demand that Amazon bargain with its workers, 
and the Teamsters were reinforcing the picket lines with 
Teamster members from other companies, like UPS. 
Amazon workers need all the support they can get from 
other workers and unions. Forcing Amazon to treat its 
workers with respect will require a strike that shuts down 
enough of its facilities to paralyze the whole operation. 

 

We live in the wealthiest country in the world, and it is 
our labor that has created all of this wealth. We aren’t 
the ones who benefit from this. The super rich — the 
bosses of the big corporations and banks — keep the 
wealth and make all the decisions. Working people do 
the work that makes society run, and we can organize 
to unite our forces. When we do, we have enormous 
power to change things and make a better world. 


