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Rider Increase is Not From Service Cuts

AC Transit is boasting about its three month
ridership increase in February (6%), March (8%) and
April (3%) compared to last year at his time. Any
increase in ridership numbers at AC is a good thing.
But the District is trying to credit their Realign
program for this, when the realign ultimately cut
service and rerouted lines, making it more difficult for a
lot of riders. These cuts aren’t the reason riders have
increased.

BART saw ridership grow in these months too. So,
is that to due to AC transits Realign too? Ferry
ridership has grown as well in this same time.

The reality is it is getting increasingly expensive to
pay for a vehicle and gas, and people need public
transit. You don’t increase riders by cutting service lines
and continuously increasing the cost to use it. No one is
shocked that ridership is growing, but don’t pretend it
increased because of anything the District did.

For AC, Ridership isn’t the Whole Story

The increase in riders is a good thing. But fares only
account for about 15% of the budget. So more than
anything, what AC Transit needs is more funding. And
this should be paid for out of all of the huge pockets of
money in California, which is home to over 200
billionaires, and corporations with hundreds of billions
of dollars in profits. More of that money needs to pour
into transit, to keep it running, make it run better, and
make it much more affordable for working people.

OIL COMPANIES LAUGH AT HOW
EASY IT IS T0 RIP US OFF
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Paid to Pollute & Cut Transit Funds?

Last week, CARB, California Air Resources Board,
on Governor Newsom's recommendation, overturned a
state program aimed at reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and providing extra funding for transit. The
program called "Cap and Invest" charged fines based on
greenhouse gas emissions from the biggest oil and gas
companies and electric utility companies. And then a
lot of the money from those fines would go to transit
agencies like BART and AC, and other projects aimed
at providing affordable housing and lowering
emissions. For example, this money helped pay for AC
Transit’s zero emissions buses.

But now the polluting companies will be given as
much as $4 billion in free emission allowances. Now
they have no reason to reduce their pollution. But
what’s worse, is now transit agencies like BART and
AC will lose out on that funding. Since 2015, BART
received about $1.1 billion and AC Transit about $90
million from this program.

And this is happening as the oil companies and
energy companies are making record profits from the
rising costs following the Iran war. The priorities of
Newsom, these companies, and this whole system
couldn’t be any clearer: they want us to suffer as they
make record amounts of money destroying our planet.

SUMMER ORGANIZING CAMPAIGN!
It5 up to us to stand up fo their attacks!

. Save Alameda Health System!

. Protect our Public Transit!

: Keep Ice out of the Bay!

' Join us for a summer organizing meeting!
: SUNDAY, JUNE 7TH AT 3 PM
E JUDGE HENRY RAMSEY JR.
: CENTER

: 2939 ELLIS 5T, BERKELEY

Itis our work that makes society run!
We have the power to change it!
Get in touch!
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It Will Take More Than Elections to Respond to Their Attacks

Over the next few weeks and months, most states will
finish holding their primary elections before the midterms
in November. Of the many candidates running for various
positions in their states, many Democrats and a few
Republicans and independents have expressed their
criticism of the Trump administration. Some talk about the
so-called affordability crisis, or the unprovoked war on
Iran, or the mistreatment of immigrants by ICE, or raise
other critiques as well. Regardless of their different
criticisms, all of them point to the elections as the best way
to confront the attacks from this administration. But it will
take more than elections to stand up to all of these attacks.

Everywhere we look, the attacks on ordinary working
people and the poor are escalating both here in the U.S. and
internationally. The U.S. war on Iran continues to drag on,
causing immense suffering inside Iran, and needlessly
wasting billions of dollars. With full US. backing, Israel is
escalating its assault on Gaza and Lebanon, seizing more
territory and costing more lives every day. And the Trump
administration has intensified its military threats against
Cuba, where the entire population is suffering from a fuel
shortage imposed by the U.S.

In response to ongoing bombing, Iran continues to
block the Strait of Hormuz, causing economic chaos across
the world, especially in oil markets, which has resulted in
skyrocketing prices around the world in energy and many
other essential goods.

All of this amounts to way more than a so-called
affordability crisis. Corporations are making record profits
as millions of working families are struggling to get by, and
the effects of deepening cuts to vital social services are
settling in and becoming impossible to ignore.

Schools and education programs are closing from lack
of sufficient funds. Public hospitals and smaller hospitals
are facing huge cuts and possible closures in many states.
Access to food assistance, housing assistance, and
transportation is being slashed. Health care costs continue
to increase, forcing millions to go without care.
Reproductive rights are under open attack across the
country, with the Trump administration pushing to ban
abortion medication nationwide.

This goes far beyond mere affordability! Those in power
are determined to make it harder and harder for working
people just to live. Every program we depend on is being

treated as something to be cut, while the money flows to
wars and to the billionaires.

On top this, we are seeing new levels of authoritarian
repression and corruption. We see restrictions on voting
rights, redistricting efforts to disenfranchise voters of color,
the removal of people from the voter rolls, and new
restrictions on mail-in voting. There is even a fund with
$1.8 billion that has been set up by the Trump
administration to give financial support to far-right groups
and individuals who stormed the Capitol on January 6,
2021. It is certainly possible that these groups, along with
ICE agents, could be used in November for voter
intimidation and further attacks on the population. The
fact that this blatant corruption can even happen just
shows how corrupt their system is, and how little they
really care about justice or democracy.

Alongside all of this, ICE’s attacks on immigrants keep
intensifying, with mass arrests and deportations carried out
without any hearings in the courts. And the Department of
Homeland Security is spending billions to acquire and
construct new detention facilities to hold more and more
people. These facilities are designed to hold immigrants,
but we are also seeing the government increasingly target
and detain activists who oppose their policies, calling them
terrorists or extremists.

Across the board, we are seeing a real escalation of
attacks on the whole population in order to serve the
interests of billionaires and their corporations. And what
are we supposed to do in the face of all of this? We are told
that the midterm elections are where we should direct all of
our anger and put all of our hope. Regardless of how these
primaries play out and whatever happens in November, we
can say clearly that the ballot box will not be enough to
stand up to these attacks — it will take a lot more.

But we are not powerless. The only way working people
have gained anything under this system has been by
fighting for it. And when we stop fighting, their attacks
escalate, and whatever gains we made can disappear.

Our real power lies not in the ballot box, but in the fact
that we do the work to make their system run. And in order
to stand up to their attacks, we will have to organize our
forces in order use that collective power. We can’t wait for
November. We must start now to organize for a real
fightback to resist their attacks and defend our interests.



