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Baltimore, Maryland:  
We Want Real Control Over Our 

City’s Public Spaces 
This election day, Baltimore voters have to decide 

whether to rezone the Inner Harbor to allow 
construction of apartment buildings and parking garages 
in the city park. 

David Bramble, whose $3 billion company is the new 
owner of the Harborplace buildings, says that 
profitability is his primary concern when planning the 
redevelopment. Bramble first gained control of the site 
after years of secret collaboration with Mayor Brandon 
Scott. Now, a committee run by current and former 
employees of both Bramble and Mayor Scott is 
purchasing heaps of online ads promoting the ballot 
question.   

Baltimore deserves a waterfront that meets its 
potential as a thriving public gathering place. But this 
ballot question is not a real choice about the future of our 
home. Instead, it’s just another example of the city 
prioritizing profits to big businesses over residents’ 
collective well-being. 

Bay Area, California:  
Can’t Afford to Stay – Housing Prices 

Push Families Out 
Living in the Bay Area has become a financial burden 

that many can’t bear. According to a new poll, nearly half 
of the residents in the region are thinking about leaving. 
It’s not hard to see why—working families are being 
squeezed, unable to keep up with the soaring rent, and it’s 
forcing more and more people out. 

A recent report revealed just how expensive it has 
become to live comfortably here. To buy a home in San 
Francisco, you now need to make over $250,000 a year 
just to live comfortably. Oakland isn’t much better, with a 
required salary of nearly $172,000. The Bay Area was 
once home to many working class families. The cost of 
living is just too damn high. 

The Triangle, North Carolina: 
Hurricane Helene – This System 

Caused This Crisis, It Won’t Solve It 
Several weeks have passed since Hurricane Helene 

caused immense damage through the Appalachian region 
of North Carolina and three other states. About 90 
people are still missing. Tens of thousands are homeless 
and camped out far from their homes. Roughly 95% of 
homes devastated by Helene were uninsured. People’s 
lives have been turned upside-down. When many endure 
long wait times to talk to FEMA and insurance, how will 
they get funds to rebuild? When businesses have been 
destroyed, how will workers get paychecks to even get by? 

It doesn’t have to be this way. Imagine if society’s 
resources were mobilized to help communities recover 
and fight the climate crisis that to these extreme weather 
events. What if ordinary people were really in charge? 

Newark, New Jersey:  
Dismal Rail Service in NY/NJ 

Travelling by rail between New Jersey and New York 
City can be a nightmare. On NJ Transit and Amtrak, the 
train service is bad and has gotten worse. In June, for 
example, tens of thousands of passengers throughout 
North Jersey sat for hours in boiling temperatures 
because an electrical substation exploded. That’s because 
the lines between Newark and New York are the busiest 
in the U.S. yet operate with technology built by the 
Pennsylvania Railroad in 1910! They have outdated 
electrical and signaling systems, a key bridge that doesn’t 
close properly one out of seven times it opens, and aging 
tracks leading into NY Penn Station that cause occasional 
derailments. Decades without improvements led to this. 
The money is there. Why haven’t the problems been 
fixed?

We live in the wealthiest country in the world, and it is 
our labor that has created all of this wealth. We aren't the 
ones who benefit from this. The super rich - the bosses of 
the big corporations and banks — keep the wealth and 
make all the decisions. Working people do the work that 
makes society run, and we can organize to unite our 
forces. When we do, we have enormous power to change 
things and make a better world.


