@sonsocialists

March 10, 2025

speakoutsocialists.org

mail@speakoutsocialists.org (510) 343-9105

Trump, Musk, and the Billionaire Pigs at the Trough

Trump’s speech to Congress put on full display both the
administration’s massive attacks on working people, as well
as the Democrats’ absolutely useless response.

The Trump administration is doing everything they can
to cut spending on workers and the poor in order to make
room for a tax cut for the wealthiest people on the planet.
The biggest cut is proposed for Medicaid, totaling an
estimated $880 billion, which about 20% of the population
relies on for low-income health insurance. They plan to cut
$230 billion in funding for food stamps (known as SNAP,
or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program), which
serves about 40 million low-income people. They are
proposing to cut about $300 billion from education and
housing assistance budgets, which would mostly harm
millions of low-income children and families.

They are proposing to fire 80,000 workers from the
Veterans Affairs department, which millions of working-
class veterans rely on for many services, including essential
health care. The administration has ripped up the
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) workers’
union contract and their rights to collective bargaining in
order to try to push through mass layoffs, and go after
government workers’ unions in general. The administration
has threatened that it will try to close and likely privatize
the Postal Service, which employs over 600,000 postal
workers. And there has been a whole host of layoffs of
National Park Rangers, research scientists, and more.

During his speech, Trump even used a 13-year-old
cancer survivor as a prop to pretend to support cancer
research, even as the administration has made millions of
dollars in cuts to funding for cancer research, some of the
very research that was needed to keep this boy alive.

The Republicans know these attacks on working people
are angering many in their base, but they are pushing
forward anyway. The party heads recently sent out an order
to cancel in-person Congressional town halls because
Republican voters are showing up furious at the ongoing
and proposed cuts to the government budget.

And as some opposition to these attacks is growing, the
administration is trying to create a more repressive
atmosphere, trying to scare people into being quiet and not
standing up. The administration has threatened that any
immigrant here on a student visa, who protested against

Israel’s ongoing genocide in Palestine, can have their visa
revoked and face deportation. Over the weekend, a
Palestinian graduate student at Columbia University, who
was initially here on a student visa but has since become a
permanent resident with a green card, was arrested by ICE,
claiming his visa and green card have been revoked by the
State Department, and he now faces deportation. The
administration is threatening many more arrests like this.

As their attacks on workers increase, and the repression
intensifies, the Democratic party is showing itself to be
completely useless, opposing Trump only in words. During
Trump’s speech to Congress, the Democrats looked weak
and pathetic, holding up signs that read “this is not normal”
They are willing to wait this out until the next election.

The reality is, the Democrats defend the same system as
Trump, a system that protects the interests of a tiny class of
billionaires above everything else, and dictates all other
policies — this is a dictatorship of the rich, a dictatorship of
capital. Before Trump, Democratic and Republican
administrations concealed this dictatorship behind a mask
of democracy. But under Trump, the mask has been
removed, revealing the ugly face of this system. Trump is a
declaration that this tiny class of rulers is willing to rely on
open violence and dictatorship to defend its interests, and
they are ready to intensify their war on the working class.

But without the mask, the true nature of this system is
exposed for all to see. The rich are pigs at the trough,
sucking up whatever they can for themselves. Their attacks
are clearly aimed at the majority of the people in the
country, and they only benefit a tiny group of the super
wealthy. But we outnumber them. The working class is the
vast majority in this country, and we do all of the work to
make their system run. When we organize ourselves — in
our workplaces, our communities, our schools — we have
the power to shut down their whole system, and we can use
our power to build something better. But to do this, we
must start by building up our own forces to fight back.

Now is the time to take a stand, to speak up wherever we
are, to let others know that we don’t have to accept these
attacks and their miserable vision of the future. Just as
millions before us have stood up against violence and
oppression, now is the time to stand up to Trump and his
minions, to fight for our future, and to fight against their
entire system.



